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TDCSDATE ACQ. GERMANY, BONN (24 FEBRUARY 1961 )

I	 THIS IS UNEVALUATED IN 	 SOURCEGRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE. 

SOURCE	 A -WEST GERMAN JOURNALIST WITH GOOD CONTACTS IN GOVERNMENT AND PARTY

C I i•ICLES (F ),. WHO' WAS PRESENT.
•

!

. _ 1. DURING THE EVENING. . OF ..' 3. FEBRUAfV't (t1 ;T. A . a it 'OUP OF . LEADING

. ; c Du. /Cs it But\iDis i-Aci DELEGATES 4 Ali DINNER WITH MEMBERS • OF THE
: ■

- ; GERMAN PRESSS CLUB IN BONN. AFTE-R . DINNER y . " KN . OFt ITHE :REC °Mil• !

:_" ..: ........ 	 I .7"..."!:-.1.:1.;;.-,	 : '	 .:	 •	 ''.. (I.	 ._::	 ._,'''.
! 1 DISCUSSION  CONCERN ING C URRENT P OLI-TIt At PROBLEMS -TOOK PLACE.

	

1	 THE ALMOST SOLt SUB:JECT 'OF tilESETDPSC .USS. IONS WAS THE GERMAN/
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A. FOREIGN MINISTER HEINRICH VON iiRtNTANO 'HAP NOT f3EEN •

AUTHORIZED TO COMMIT BONN. TO CON_T_IN.U.N9.1.:!Y.E.ARLYiT:9.1.3.E .ICN AID .c...oN113j-...

BUTIONS • •IF HE

CHANCELLOR, THE
• 7.1,r:'!.F.
MANNER, BECAUSE

"
MAKE COMMITMENTS

HAD BEEN GIVEN SUCH AN AUTHORIZATION FROM THE

LATTER HAD CLEARLY ACTED ' IN ' AN UNCONSTUTIONAL -

•'•	 -	 _ 2_ 	'	 •	 •*:,i'••	 •	 .

oNE, NOT EVEN THE cHANcELL01/7 HAs— A RIGI-N:"ro

:)?"'•	 `•• •4

OF THIS NATURE, INVOLVING TREMENVOUS OUTLAYS -FROM

THE FEDERAL BUDGET, WITHOUT PRIOR C sONSULTATIOW4ITH — THE BINDESTAG.

• B. IF IT DEVELOPS THAT THE CHANCELLOR DID AUTHORIZE . BRENTANO
1	 • •	 •	 •	 •

,	 :	 ( 	 •	 •

TO MAKE LONG TERM COMMITMNTs HE

THIS WITH OTHER LEADING MEMBERS

;N:47	 .	 •

(HOECHERL), HAVING DISCUSSED
.	 t:.:	 .7 "	 !■,-1::	 r

OF THE CDU/C S BUNDESTAG DELEG ATI ON 7

WILL MAKE 'CLEAR	 THE CHANCELC6k - T.g i+T—Hi HAD (*EiS'TEPPEPsHIS

AUTHORITY AND THAT HE (THE CHANCELLOR) WILL HAVE TO SEE 'HOW HE
• .

-:••	 •	 •	 ...••	 •	 .	 . •	 ....

CAN 'GET OUT OF THE DIFFICULTY, BECAUSE THE CDWCSU PUNDESTAG•

DELEGATICN. WILL NOT SUPPORT HIM (THE CHANCELLOR) BY PROVIDING

• THE NECESSARY'::BUDGET'.'. ........
.	 •	 •	 •_	 .	 .

C. THE BUNDESTAG WILL BE GOING -FAR IF IT :APPROVES:EVEN THE	 •—•

FUNDS NECESSARY TO MEET THE COMMITMENT TO WASHINGTON FOR 1961.

THERE IS CONSIDERABLE RESISTANCE TO PROVIDING —THESE FUNDS FROM THE

REGULAR BUDGET, AND IT Is TOTALLY OUT OF THE 6UESTION FOR THE

BUNDESTAG TO RAISE TAXES IF THE CURRENT BUDGET IS INSUFFICIENT TO MEET

THE COMMITMENTS. FURTHERMORE, IT IS JUST ABOUT CERTAIN THAT THE

BUNDESTAG WILL REFUSE TO RAISE TAXES, EVEN AFTER THE ELECTION, IN
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; ORDER TO PROVIDE FUNDS FOR SUCCEEDING. YEARS.

D . . ECONOMICS MINISTER LUDWIG. ERHARD- WAS ENTIRELY CORRECT WHEN

HE INFORMED THE CDUICS U• CAUCUS ON 2.1 FEBRUARY 61 THAT IT WAS

RIDICULOUS TO PROVIDE SUCH TREMENDOUS AMOUNTS WHEN THE PURPOSES

FOR WHICH THE MONEY IS TO BE USED IS NOT . EVEN MOWN. ) MUCH. LESS

AGREED UPON. ALSO BONN WILL PUT -ITSELF INTO A ' SHAMEFUL POSITION

IF IT ALL:OTS F'UNDS FOR- PURP:OSES NOT OF' ITS *OWN :CHO.OSING:. IF FOREIGN
.	 _	 .

AID F UNDS` ARE- PROVIDED. :AND SOME -i.ORM :OF F:ORETGN- .".1.aD PROGRAM WILL • OF

COURSE BE ,EEGIS1ATED,1 . -THEN .BONN SHOULD RECEIVE FULL CREDIT 'F.OR

SHAT	 IYOING.4

• E. :i.INANC`E MIN -ISTER • FRAN STML kA .S- -ENTIRELY RIGHT iWKEN= HE

THE SAME -eitLIC'US' THAT SUCH MAGN;ITODE ; 1:)F1 11.1N,I)S 1- ONIOT

POsiinu'r DE :Exigirti5fi	 CEVEN::

.--111E • ' &0tviar.T.1ii-14f F OR FOREIGN AD 1JNDS FOR 16.1 IS MET

'TRIS	 LE fitif 46i.ltibt7§TA-d tdatl: Ott ::AR-OVIOVVQR. vPRF f\-1E FS AR Y

IJNDS IN T1(E BUDGET), !lift	 6§ C ANNOT	 XVEN 3.0 ! J-11 E

tabi :I6d : t1:941*115 	 kibt EVEN INXQ:titi\ Mg; s6.43RTN TANp's

COMMITMENT ...Y.PR•t-.1%O.REIGN	 '?EARS	 .=.11EARIIII,..:EsS,t,

.1 IN i14.Y, 
-• -4'
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HOECHE RL'S STATEMENTS.

4	 COMMENT: ONE OTHER SURPRISING • FEATURE - OF . HOE-•-:.:.

'. .16ifik .1 1.Y•S!'; ''STAitMEN'TS::: 14AS.:: THEIR INPLI-CITLYIANTI:-.AMERICAN NATURE.
• •	 .1	 •

...WHEN' ASKED .WHETHER .BONN • DID' NOT 'HAVE: A DUTY . TO THE .:FREE.:VORLD TO

i-.UNDS HOECHERL: :AGREED • BUT STATED:: TH 	 THE*

EARN •	 F OR EVERY -DOLLAR-i:SPENT : -BY; US '-ANV •WE::::':

.	 .

HAVE o	 at"	 THIS TO HAPPEN•i" :. WHEN AgKED: WHETHER
I'	 •	 .•	 •	 •	 •	 •

6.66 	 STATES WE NOT MORE- - 2I MP. ORTANT- •

ONS- DEPEND !' ON BONN

IVINGMONEY TO THP UTDSTATES HE WAS NOT' CERTAIN	 TO

• Ta8Trifi 	 Cfr	 OF

THIS7:" .DIS' C7USSION 	 :c 6 .11/6 s U	 .DETAG --LEA-BE'RS ; WAS . THE---IRON IC

—AND *CYNICAt-NATURE OF THEIR REMARKS AND THE TONE IN WHICH THEY WERE

MADE • IF WHAT AS SAID AT THIS MEETING -IS- -REPRESENTATIVE- OF THE

.abdidsu 'POIT- 766 . ' -ALON:d' THIS LINE; THEN .THE' UPCOMING 'NEGOTIATIONS
•

2	 .
ARE GOING TO BE EXCEED'INdI:Y DIFFICULT./ -

5 •	 F I ELD D I SSEM : STATE.

END OF MESSAGE
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